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Figure 1: Percentage Change in Public School Enrollment Between Fall 2019 and
2022

The CCD data show that enrollment has also varied by state. Total enrollment in public
schools declined by more than 4 percent in 14 states from fall 2019 to fall 2022, with the
largest drops (more than 5 percent) observed for California, Hawaii, Mississippi, New
York, and Oregon. At the same time, Idaho and North Dakota saw total enrollment climb
by about 2 percent between those years.

Within outlying areas and jurisdictions, fall 2022 enrollment also remained below
pre-pandemic levels. In Puerto Rico, the total fall 2022 public school enrollment was
251,000, a decrease of 14 percent from fall 2019. A difference between fall 2022 and
fall 2019 enrollment was also observed in Department of Defense Education Activity
(-12 percent) schools, the U.S. Virgin Islands (-7 percent), and Bureau of Indian
Education schools (-4 percent).  



Key Findings

Public School Student Enrollment
● In the U.S., between fall 2021 and 2022:

o Total enrollment increased by 0.4 percent.
o Prekindergarten through grade 8 enrollment increased by 0.2 percent.
o Enrollment in grades 9 through 12 increased by 0.7 percent.

● Within states:
o A decline in enrollment of over 1 percent was observed in Hawaii and

Colorado.
o Louisiana (5 percent) and the District of Columbia (2 percent) had the

largest increases.
● Outlying Areas and jurisdictions:

o Bureau of Indian Education enrollment increased by 13 percent.
o Department of Defense Education Activity enrollment decreased by 8

percent. Enrollment counts also decreased in Puerto Rico by 3 percent
and in the Northern Marianas by 1 percent.

Figure 2: Percentage Change in Public School Enrollment Between Fall 2021 and
2022



● U.S. fall 2022 race/ethnicity enrollment percentage distributions
o American Indian/Alaska Native - 0.9 percent
o Asian - 5.5 percent
o Black - 14.9 percent
o Hispanic - 28.9 percent
o Pacific Islander - 0.4 percent
o White - 44.5 percent
o Two or more races - 4.9 percent

● U.S. fall average 2022 Pupil/teacher ratio – 15.4

Numbers of Operational Public Elementary and Secondary Schools and Agencies
by Type

● U.S. 2022-23 public school types
o Regular - 90,604
o Special education - 1,882
o Career and technical - 1,571
o Alternative education - 5,352

● U.S. 2022-23 charter schools- 7,999
● U.S. 2022-23 local education agency (LEA) types

o Regular school districts - 13,318
o Supervisory unions - 112
o Service agencies - ޒ1,131
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